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NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2011
OUR MISSION

· Maintain contact with Past Active Members;
· Host events which provide opportunities for regular introductions back to the club;
· Bond with present members of the surf club;
· Pass on and contribute our collective knowledge and experience; and
· Continue our club traditions in honour of those before us and in support of those who follow. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
EASTER KEG - Sunday 24th APRIL
The next big event on the Old Lifesavers calendar is the annual Old Lifesavers Easter Sunday Kegssssssss!  The venue is the brand new “Courtyard” in the redeveloped Clubhouse.
Start booking your accommodation as this week-end is also the ANZAC Day week-end.

This year we honour, the Club’s immediate past President Mick Slattery and the long serving Club Captain Peter Whitty. 

OCEAN SWIMMERS and PADDLERS – Report by Cam Delahunty

The training group had a few weeks off over the Xmas/ New Year break and opted for some waves and downwind paddles on the stand up boards instead.  Training resumes this week with the normal Tuesday, Thursday and hopefully Friday mornings.

Duncan Corbett swam in the Coogee Ocean Swim in Sydney encountering 16 degree water which had a great effect on the field with some swimmers suffering badly from the cold water.  Although freezing cold, Duncan completed the grueling race in a respectable time but has suffered a back injury which has not permitted him to train properly since.

The guys are also in the process of entering the Cole Classic which is held at Manly beach in Sydney each year in February.  If anyone is interested, it is a fantastic swim and venue with lots of things to do in and around the event and is highly recommended. 

The team meets just south of Palm Beach Surf Club on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 5:45am.  Training is a mix of swimming and board paddling so goggles and a board are required or you can simply come along and participate in what you feel comfortable doing.  The objective is more about a bit if fitness rather than competing so, if you want to join this group, contact Cam Delahunty on Ph 0403 333485 or e-mail cam@morrisint.com.au .

BOBS Watermen

If you want to join the BOBS WATERMEN for a Dragon Boat or Outrigger paddle, the Crew gathers on the banks of Currumbin Creek each Tuesday at 8:30am in front of the Pt. Danger Branch HQ building – (across the old bridge and turn right and drive for about 200 yards).  Naturally, the sojourn is followed by a coffee.
If you are interested, contact Russell Whitmore.
OPEN MARCH PAST TEAM - Report by Anita Huth

Final winners of the senior Lotto were - John West 4/12, Phil Rallings 11/12, Brett Brindley 14/12 and Vito Bugeja 18/12.  A big thank you to all who participated as it has allowed the purchase of new uniforms for the team.  Our sponsor, Greg from Jetset Plumbing also needs to be thanked for his valued contribution.

Our first carnival came and went without any marching.  Unfortunately, the carnival was cancelled just before our event due to the bad weather conditions at North Burleigh.  And yes, Malkie was on time.  Hopefully the next carnival at Kirra will see the Burleigh flag fly.

[image: image1.jpg]



	SURF GIRL
[image: image2.jpg]





	The Surf Girl Committee would like to thank the Old Lifesavers Association for their support of our committee during functions and events held over the last few months, especially Christmas/New Year.  Raffles at the R & R Reunion and New Year Dinner have helped our fundraising efforts.  It is wonderful to see the older members of the club still attending functions, conducting workforces and enjoying the company of the Burleigh Lifesaving Family.


Please keep a note of the following functions over the next few months - Trivia Night, Bowls Day, Golf Day, and Cane Toad Classic.  All dates are yet to be confirmed but should be in the next newsletter.
THE COURTYARD CHATTER
HISTORY:
Peter Robinson has sent us some old Annual Reports from 1949-50 and 1950 – 51 together with the Club Record and Song book that was printed in 1952.
I thought that some of you would be interested in the following extract:

“The Mowbray Park Life Saving Club was formed in 1922 by Mr J. Bancroft, the then caretaker of the Mowbray Park Barths at South Brisbane, after a drowning fatality.  The first President was Mr. R.W. H. Long and the newly formed Club affiliated with the Royal Life Saving Association.  The Club used then to patrol Sutton’s Beach, Redcliffe.  In 1926 they annexed the President’s shield with the highest point score in Queensland.

Burleigh Heads was a favourite holiday resort of the Club members, who used to camp near the beach, and after a carnivasl at Bribie Island, for the Brisbane Tug and Steam Ship Company Trophy, Messrs W.J. Davenport, E. Whip, E.W. Prouse, W. Gonley, and E.H. Cripps made a special trip to Coolangatta to discuss affiliation with the Point Danger Branch of the Surf Life Saving Association of Australia.

So the Mowbray Park Surf Life Saving Club was born, and in 1928 the members, with the assistance of Councillor Black, commenced to patrol Burleigh Heads beaches, and were housed in a small shed near the rocks.  The 1928-29 season saw Tom Boast, bill Daley, Arty Gilbert join the ranks and with Stan Costa, Ces Cripps and Cracker Nash they won our first Point Danger Branch R&R Title.

Our first boat, “SPEEDO”, was christened by Miss A. Hill at Burleigh Heads on Easter Sunday, 1929.  Built by Mj J.H. Whereat, the boat fully equipped cost ₤109/4/4.  In the same year the Club House was moved to the position where it now stands and our first shark tower was erected.  In 1931, we were affiliated with the newly formed State Centres and in the following year were suppended for three months by them for not apologising to them a second time for withdrawingfrom a carnival in sympathy with Southport Club.
The name Burleigh Heads was added after the Mowbray Park to our na,e through representation by the local residents, and we were presented with our first Surf-Ski by Mr. Joe Shaw.  This was the 1933-34 season.  Yearsof bickeringwith the local Council were bought to an end in 1936 and work started on a new Club House.  The new surf boat “BURLEIGH” was also launched this year at a cost of ₤110.

The 7th November, 1936, saw the opening of the new clubhouse by the Hon. F.A. Cooper.  The Club was well represented at the Inter-Dominion Champs. At Manly in 1938.  The next year 1939, the Great Northern Trip took place when the Club sent 22 members on an instructional tour of the North from Ayr to Cairns.  Alam Imrie was selected in the Australian Surfing team to tour Honolulu.

Seventy-eight of the members answered the call when the was broke out and naturally the Club with the loss of such large numbers had a very lean time.  An Honour Board was presented to the Club by Mrs. McMaster, the wife of the then President of the club, with the names of those members who served, written thereon.  The new South coast Branch was formed as soon as the war finished during the 1945-46 season.  The same year saw the visit of the Manly Club to our beachand in the following season the North Bondi Club were our guests during the Australian Championships which were held in Queensland for the first time in 1947.
The BURLEIGH TOO”:was launched in 1948 at a cost of ₤270 and a broadcasting set was purchased for ₤182/11/-.  The 1949-50 season proved to be the greatest the Club has ever experienced, for we won our first Australian R&R Title with the team consisting of P. Robinson, I. Springfield, B. Tickle, A. Watkins and J. Boast.

Jack Boast was selected in the Australian Surf Team to tour New Zealand.

On the 25th November, 1950, Club member Leo Ryan was attacted by a shark and heroically rescued by Gavan Horsley, who received the S.L.S. pf A. Silver Medallion and the Royal Humane Society’s Clark Medal.  The Club received the Bronze Medallion for its part in the rescue.

The 1951-52 R&R team was successful in being Runners-up in the Australian Championships.  The extensions to the Club house commenced in 1952.

JOHN (Jack) HURRELL

Trevor Hardie was having a drink at the Club one afternoon in December when he noticed a group of guys looking at the Club photos.  Trevor introduced himself and discovered that the guys were the sons and grandsons of the late Jack Hurrell and that they had come over from New Zealand to say a final goodbye and to float Jack ashes at his favourite surfing beach.

The boys were overwhelmed to meet one the people who personally knew their father/grandfather.  Apparently Jack was a real character and Trevor held audience with some of the stories about a time gone bye.

Jack gained his Bronze in 1952 with Barry Thallon, Merv Webb; Des Dearlove and Bill Caxton.  For the record, Trevor Hardie gained his Bronze two years later in 1954 with the likes of George Hill; Peter Christopherson and their great mate Norm Krebs.
A TYPICAL BURLEIGH SUNDAY
A most of you are aware, I now call Burleigh home so I thought I might report on a typical Sunday morning in mid December.  

I went to the Club at 5:30 am and met up with Trevor Hardie, Ian Malcolm and Rob O’Bryan.  The surf was not too good so we walked along the beach towards North Burleigh and returned for a quick swim.  Coffee at the Club is part of the ritual and we were soon joined by Ron and Sandra Whitmore after their walk to North Burleigh.  Next to appear were Chucker and Val Bugeja who naturally were their to run the Nipper BBQ.   Missing in action were the usual Sunday crowd of Nev and Anita Huth, Terry Imrie and Greg and Cheryl Booth.
If you are ever down Burleigh way, drop in and say “G’day!”

OLD LIFESAVERS ANNUAL NEW YEAR DINNER
Another successful Annual New Year Dinner was held on Saturday night 8th January.
These nights are a quiet night having dinner and drinks with your friends.  Good to see the Burleigh Old Boys Watermen in their formal dining attire – Red T-Shirt and Bow Tie.  Also a couple of handy sweeps ( Gary Clayphan and Leigh Weston) were there.  Leigh and Marilyn have moved to Bribie Island and Gary and Denise relocated to Redland Bay.  I reckon Leigh has found his spot, surely the surf at Bribie won’t be a challenge.  Leigh has also joined the local Volunteer Marine Rescue (VMR) group so if you get into trouble in the northern bay or off Moreton, Leigh will be there.
Gary Clayphan won the major lucky door prize of a Black Label Jonny Walker, donated by Titch.  Now for the record, it was all legitimate and had nothing to do with the fact that Gary was sitting between Titch and myself – the guys who drew the winning number.

The Surf Girl raffle was won by Titch, who drew out his own number.  (No sure if his hand were empty when he put it into the raffle bag).
BEWARE!
Paul Hamer has been making trips to the Coast to surf Currunbin Alley and sometime drops into the Club early in the morning to have “a Chat” and a coffee.
FISHING STORIES.

Is Greg Booth really challenging JT for the title of club story teller?  Here’s a hint, don’t mention Cobia.  He apparently caught one.  If you have an hour or two he will tell you the story, or what his version of events are.  Can wait until I hear about when he tells his life time mate Ken Hart – I could take days?
Does Greg and Brent Imrie really have a secret recipe for Burley?  Does it involve disabled seaman Ron Whitmore and last nights dinner?

FLOOD REPORT

Chinchilla floods!!, but I can report that Hoss is high and dry but living on an island.  Spency advises that alcohol stocks are holding.

I hope that everyone effected by the floods are recovering.  Having been through the 1974 floods with my parents living at Yeronga, I know the pain and anquish.  My parents really appreciated a group of Burleigh guys turning up to give us a hand.  If you need help, please give the Old Lifesavers a call.

RANGIRANGDOO
At the last Sportsman’s Lunch our Australian Beach Sprint champion from 1979 was successful in his bid for the naming rights of the club’s Sports Bar.  The Bar will be named after his champion race horse Rangirangdoo.  The name and photos will be erected in the near future.
As I mentioned in a previous Newsletter the horse was named after one of Charlie Taylor’s songs which he often sang at Courtyard Kegs.  It is believed that it was one of Charlie’s Changi POW camp songs “Rangi Rangi Doo”. 

Rangirangdoo’s is currently spelling and his career, to date is listed below.  I think it means that he has had 19 Starts with 9 Wins, 7 Seconds and 2 Thirds.  Recorded prize money is $1.7m.  What a champion!
	Career: 
	19-9-7-2 : $1,730,380 

	Group  Listed: 
	10-4-5-0 : $1,541,500 

	Jumps: 
	0-0-0-0 

	1st Up: 
	3-1-1-1 

	2nd Up: 
	3-0-2-1 

	Good: 
	11-6-3-1: 

	Fast: 
	0-0-0-0: 

	Dead: 
	2-1-1-0: 

	Slow: 
	2-1-1-0: 

	Heavy: 
	4-1-2-1: 


Now, I have the words for Charlie’s song but sorry, I can’t publish them.
Bruce Mayne

Secretary
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