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NEWSLETTER JULY 2010
OUR MISSION

· Maintain contact with Past Active Members;
· Host events which provide opportunities for regular introductions back to the club;
· Bond with present members of the surf club;
· Pass on and contribute our collective knowledge and experience; and
· Continue our club traditions in honour of those before us and in support of those who follow. 
BURLEIGH OCEAN SWIM

The Burleigh Ocean Swim is on again this year.  It is scheduled for Sunday 24th October and we will be assembling a Burleigh Workforce team to assist with the event. closer to the date.  This is a great way to help the Club by giving some of your time and also an opportunity to catch up with your mates.

R&R TEAMS REUNION

The planning for the R&R teams Reunion on Friday 29th October has commenced.  Everyone is welcome, so put the date in your diary.  Russell Whitmore is chasing R&R Team and Surf Team photos so if you have any, please contact Russell.  The following day is our AGM so book a week-end at Burleigh and enjoy what the club offers.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES
Your 2010/11 Annual Subscription fees are due shortly and as I am again heading to the Barrier Reef and the Whitsundays in August, I thought that I might start receiving your monies early.  We have been able to retain the fee at $15.00 per annum.  

Membership of the BHMP SLSC Old Lifesavers Association is open to all present and past members of the Surf Club, their families and all Club supporters.  
Please note that Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) is available.  

✂ cut here

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES
PRINT THIS FORM AND POST IT TO US WITH YOUR FEES.

Please complete the details below and post to;

Bruce Mayne

Secretary –Old Lifesavers Assn.

54 Manchester Street

Eight Mile Plains
Q 4113

I enclose $15.00 Membership Fees for the BHMP SLSC Old Lifesavers Assn. 


NAME:
……………………………………..….………………


ADDRESS:
…………………………….………..…………………




…………………………………..……..……………....


e-mail:

………………………..……………Date:………….…

Or alternatively, pay by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) and e-mail The Secretary your details.

EFT Details:

Account Name:
Burleigh Heads-Mowbray Park Surf Life Saving Old Boys Association.
BSB:
064 158

Account Number:
0090 3902

Reference:
Your full name (this allows us to record your payment)
BOBS Watermen
If you want to join the BOBS Watermen, the Burleigh Old Boys Watermen meet on Tuesday mornings for a dragon boat or outrigger paddle in Currumbin Creek.  The regulars are Russ Whitmore, Bill Robinson, Neville Jordan, Bill Moir, Dennis Griffiths, Phil Rallings and Graeme Lee.  
The Crew gathers on the banks of Currumbin Creek each Tuesday at 8:30am (Winter Time) in front of the Pt. Danger Branch HQ building – (across the old bridge and turn right and drive for about 200 yards).

If you are interested, contact Russell Whitmore.  
OCEAN SWIMMERS and PADDLERS
Due to the unusually warm water that we have been encountering this year, the boys continued to train mid week up to and including the first week in June after which it just got too dark to train.
Since the last report a few of the boys (Rex Horsley, Duncan Corbett, Greg Beer and Neil “Froggy” Barker) paddled in the Excel Paddle Board Race from Snapper to Currumbin with all guys doing well and Froggy winning his age division.

We have also now had our end of summer Awards Night at Palmy Café at Palm Beach (see photo below) and congratulate Duncan Corbett and Jason Goss who were dual winners of the “Best Waterman” award after a Survivor style voting ritual.  And yes we did train the next morning with headaches, as it was a Sunday. 
The team meets at Palm Beach on Sunday mornings at 8am but training is not restricted to swimming as they also do some board paddling.  The objective is more about a bit if fitness rather than competing so, if you want to join this group, contact Cam Delahunty on Ph 0403 333485 or e-mail cam@morrisint.com.au
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THE COURTYARD CHATTER
Relocation – With Dick Nichol’s pending move to Burleigh, will we see a trail of rissoles stretching from the Sportsman’s Bar to Koala Park?

Our First Fellow Member – Peter Thomas Sherwood.  At the recent Annual General Meeting held by the Surf Club, Burleigh Old Lifesaver and Club Parton, Peter Sherwood was awarded a Fellow Member of the Burleigh Heads Mowbray Park SLSC for conspicuous and consistent support to the club and the advancement and promotion of Surf Life Saving. – Congratulations Peter !!!! 

In his acceptance speech Peter Sherwood remarked that in nearly 50 years of knowing all the guys at Burleigh, he has had disagreements but never an argument that threatened enduring friendship.  How true for so many of us?

Club House Redevelopment – For those of you who have not been to Burleigh lately and/or do not have an e-mail address to receive my regular updates and photos, it is really worth a trip to the Club to see the progress on the redevelopment of Club House.  
The concept of a Surf Life Saving club, as most of us can recall, has dramatically changed over the past decades and the new Club House is designed to meet the needs of the current and future members.  
As we all know, the redevelopment of the Club House is long overdue and the current work being undertaken will provide much needed improvements to the facilities for the active members.  Additionally, the redevelopment will also provide some improvement to the commercial licensed area of the Club.  
It is my personal observation that improved commercial facilities are important to the Club as the evolution of Surf Life Saving has meant that the rattling tins and chook raffles for “a few bob” are almost a thing of the past.  Today’s clubs need a more consistent and higher level of income to meet the purchase, replacement and running costs of their sophisticated lifesaving equipment.  The new Club House, with its increased capacity to secure additional monies through the licensed areas and food outlet should provide these funds for years to come.  

The continuing improvements in lifesaving equipment, the broad knowledge required and the high level skills needed by today’s members continues to amaze me.  Today, getting your Bronze, Instructors and Examiners isn’t enough.  There is even a Silver and Gold Medallion.  Current members are also encouraged to gain certificates in Advanced Resuscitation, Inflatable Rescue Boat Driving and Crewman, Silver Medallion Life Support, Operational First Aid, Senior First Aid, Pain Management, Radio Operator, Public Safety, Beach Management, Emergency Care and Spinal Management.  There are also official SLSQ policies for nearly everything.  Work Place Health and Safety, Workplace Harassment, Kite Surfing Management, Tractor Operations, Drug and Alcohol and even a Crocodile Safety Policy.  I think there must be an ex-public service policy making bureaucrat gone mad but this is what today’s litigious society has forced upon Surf lifesaving.
We all know that the current members are never going to be as tough and as good as us, but they aren’t bad, are they?
Fishing –Boothy, Ronnie Whitmore, Tangles Imrie and his son Gaffer are still flashing photos of the reef fish that they caught at 1770.  Well, all except Terry.  
HISTORY
BURLEIGH’S FIRST BOAT
Russell Whitmore has re-discovered the builders plate from the Clubs first Surf Boat amongst our historical collection.  The Builders plate, which is mounted with a commemorative plaque states “Mowbray Park Life Saving Club – Builder J H Whereat, Bulimba 1930   The commemorative plaque for the launching of the first surf boat in Queensland to the specifications of the Surf Association of Australia.  Built by J.H. Whereat, of Bulimba, for a total cost of £109/4/4, the craft was accepted by R.W.H. Long Patron of the Mowbray Park Surf Life Saving Club on 13th April 1930 and taken for a trial row on the Brisbane River by members S. Costa, R. Smith, T. Smith, A. Donaldson and W. Chadwick.
The “Speedo” a double prow boat and renowned for its negotiation of heavy seas, was officially christened at Burleigh Heads during the ensuing Easter Weekend by Miss A Hill, on behalf of McRae Knitting Mills, Sydney who along with Mrs Hicks, of Tweed Heads and local donors were responsible for the majority of the finance.”
The Brisbane Courier, Monday 14 April 1930 reports “NEW LIFEBOAT LAUNCHED” - “A new lifeboat, christened Speedo, which was built for the Mowbray Park Surf Life Saving Club, was launched from J. H. Whereat's slip, Bulimba, yesterday morning, in the presence of about 20 people.  The boat, which cost about £100, was built of Queensland cedar.  She is 22ft. long, and built in accordance with the regulations.  A crew took the boat for a row for about a .quarter of a mile, and found everything satisfactory.  The boat will be taken to Burleigh for the Easter holidays.
To put the event into historical perspective the Brisbane Courier also reported on Monday 14 April 1930  “PHAR LAP SUPREME - AMOUNIS AND NIGHT MARCH OUTCLASSED”.  “By defeating Amounis and Night March in the Chipping Norton Stakes at Warwick Farm on Saturday, Phar Lap made good his claim to be regarded as the best weight for age horse in Australia.  He not only defeated his opponents-he outclassed them.”
“….The titbit of the day was the meeting of the champions -Phar Lap, Amounis, and Night March, and although it is difficult to realise it, the race resulted in a procession. Amounis is one of the best horses seen out in years, and Night March, an Epsom Handicap and Melbourne Cup winner, as a four-year-old, was stated to be one of the greatest four-year-olds ever seen in Australia.  These two great horses were made to look second class on Saturday.  Night March jumped out from the barrier by himself, and he was three lengths in front before the public realised that the horses were off, but at the end of a furlong Phar Lap was with him, and down the railway side Phar Lap took the lead, and bowled along like a horse that was never at his top.  He won with his ears pricked, while Amounis and Night March, both under the whip, were having a race to see which of the pair was second best.  Strephon proved himself a great horse in the autumn of last year, but he only beat horses of the class of Black Duchess and Valamita.  Phar Lap treated such horses as Amounis and Night March in the most cavalier fashion, Phar Lap cost only 160 guineas as a yearling, but his owner has refused as much as 12,000 guineas for him.  Phar Lap has now won more than £20,000 in stakes, and all going well will win three races at the coming A.J.C. meeting”
The “Speedo” was towed by water to Southport and then placed upon a trailer lent by Surfers Paradise Surf Club for transport to Burleigh.

The Club’s second boat was named “Burleigh” launched December 1936 and the third boat named “Burleigh Too”, launched 1948.
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Mowbray Park's first surf boat, the “Speedo”, being launched in 1930 at Whereat's boatyard at Bulimba.




Regards

Bruce Mayne

Secretary
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